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NEW MEMBERS  Please welcome: 
Eric R. Nouri
George “Chris” Wright
Paul Gaymon
Adam Ulrich
Gwynne Booth
Rebecca Lawson

RETURNING MEMBERS
David Kiyonaga
Stephen Stine
Clifford Logan
Donald Allen

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Welcome back to John Winkler, of 
Grenadier, Anderson et al after his 
deployment to Afghanistan for the 
last year.

Congratulations to Lucia (Pia) 
Trigiani, of MercerTrigiani, on 
being elected by the Italian American 
Business and Professional Societa 
to their hall of fame. Pia is also the 
chair of the Virginia Common Interest 
Community Board and has served for 
the past year as the President of the 
Virginia Bar Association.

Congratulations to Michele S. 
Cumberland, of Glasser and 
Glasser, who was elected President 
of the Virginia Creditors’ Bar 
Association in Sept 2011.

Please send us your announcements!

Happy New Year! I hope all of our members had an enjoyable 
holiday and are maintaining their New Year’s Resolutions.  
Now that the holiday festivities are over and my term in office 
is at its midpoint, it is the perfect time to reflect on all that has 
been accomplished over the past year and to look forward 
to the year ahead and all that we hope to accomplish. The 
Bar Association had a very exciting and productive 2011. We 
have welcomed many new members this year, we have put 
on several well-received CLE’s for our members, we floated 
down the Potomac with the Virginia State Bar President, and 

had several successful fundraisers to support the Alexandria Bar Foundation and its 
Beat the Odds program. The bar office has also been extremely busy the last few 
months assisting people through the Lawyer Referral Service. I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank all of our members who have volunteered their time, energy and 
funds to make all of these programs so successful. We have such a talented group 
of people who serve on the Board, on the Committees, on the Bar Foundation and in 
our Bar Office. Their energy and dedication to our programs and to promoting the Bar 
Association are truly inspiring. Thank you so much for all you do.  

With all that we have accomplished this year, it would be easy to say “let’s relax and 
coast” for a few months, however, 2012 is going to be packed with events each 
month. We start this new year with the Investiture of Judge James Clark on January 
17th outside Courtroom 2 at 4:00 pm. This is our opportunity to welcome Judge Clark 
to the bench. Judge Clark has always been a very active member of the Bar and it is a 
pleasure to now see him presiding in our Circuit Court. I have no doubt he will join his 
new colleagues in continuing to support Bench-Bar relations.

The winter doldrums will be lifted in February as we get together to take part in the 
time honored Gridiron. The festivities will take place on February 16 at the Masonic 
Temple. “Preparations” for the show are already in the works, but anyone interested 
in participating and lending his or her “talents” should contact Doug Steinberg about 
upcoming rehearsals.

In March we will celebrate the illustrious career of Judge Donald Haddock. His 
retirement on December 31st will brings changes to our Court in 2012, but I suspect 
(and sincerely hope) that we will continue to see Judge Haddock very frequently 
around the courthouse and at future bar events. His retirement dinner on March 14th 
at the Monaco Hotel will be an opportunity to share memories of Judge Haddock and 
thank him for his many years of service to the City of Alexandria.

On April 18th, we will again celebrate the young members of our community who 
have overcome substantial obstacles to pursue their dreams of higher education 
at the Beat the Odds celebration at the Courthouse. Their stories of struggle and 
achievement are an inspiration to all who support this program.

As you can see, our calendar for the first half of 2012 is full of special events 
that we hope are going to showcase everything that makes the Alexandria Bar 
Association unique. We truly rely on our members’ generosity in order to cover 
the costs of these events as our modest budget only goes so far. We try to be 
sensitive to our members’ financial situations, and the Board wants to thank the 
firms and the individuals who have continued to generously support our programs 
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with sponsorships and donations during 
these challenging economic times. 
Each of these upcoming events will 
come with requests for financial support 
through ticket sales and sponsorship 
opportunities, all of which is necessary 
make each event a success.  We will 
continue to make the best use your 
financial resources and strive to put on 
the types of events that our members 
expect from their Bar Association. We 
hope that each of you will continue to 
support us in any manner that you can. 

President’s Letter continued from page 1

I am very excited about 2012.  There 
will be transitions and traditions, and I 
predict that this will be a year of great 
excitement and progress for our Bar 
Association.  I look forward to continuing 
to grow our membership during the 
new year and welcome any suggestions 
for expanding our programming 
opportunities.  Now if I can only keep my 
New Year’s resolution of clearing off my 
desk before the next new year.

Heather Jenquine, 
President

Domestic Relations 
Attorney

SHOUN, BACH, WALINSKY 
& CURRAN P.C., 

which dedicates its practice to 
family law, located in Fairfax, 

Virginia, seeks full-time associate 
with at least three years family 
law. Compensation based on 
experience and qualifications.  

Please send resume to 
Katherine A. Zouras, 
Office Administrator, 

Shoun, Bach, Walinsky & 
Curran, P.C.,

4000 Legato Road, Suite 400, 
Fairfax, Virginia 22033 

or email to 
info@shoun.com.
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The dinner meeting on November 17 
featured Charlie’s splendid pre-Thanksgiving 
feast and 8 speakers from the Alexandria 
community offering opportunities for 
members of the bar to partner with them. 
It was a packed dinner with 10 guests and 
60 bar members. Each community speaker 
had a few minutes to make their cause and 
they did--with passion in their speech and 
brochures on every table.

Our Foundation provides grants to Stop 
Child Abuse Now (SCAN) to help run their 
court-appointed special advocates (CASA) 
but there are more opportunities to be 
involved. Spring for Alexandria, Habitat for 
Humanity, Rebuilding Together Alexandria 
all help with housing issues and offer the 
opportunity to build, rebuild, or maintain 
homes with hammers, nails, and paint. 
SOHO’s mentoring program is seeking 

November Dinner Meeting: Community Partnerships

Nov 1: The community partnership 
representatives, from left, , Meredith 
Maguire (Habitat for Humanity), at 
back, Barbara Sherlock (Social Services 
of Alexandria),  Dorothy Shepherd 
(Rebuilding Together), Suzanne Kratzok 
(Social Services of Alexandria), John 
Porter (ACT for Alexandria),  Janet 
Barnett (Senior Services of Alexandria), 
Susan Townsend and Rodney Ann Brown 
(Volunteer Alexandria), Ann Caulkins 
(SCAN), and Rashaan Diggs (Volunteer 
Alexandria). Not pictured is Linda 
O’Dell nor Kelly Robinson with SOHO/
iMovieMentors.

Nov. 2: From back, Matt Sutter, 
Stephen Moller, Sarah McElveen, Foster 
Friedman, Paul Maloof, and at left, Dan 
Burke listen to the presentations on 
volunteer opportunities with community 
agencies in Alexandria.

Nov 3: SOHO (Space of Her Own) 
brought a video of the work they do 
mentoring pre-teen girls which program 
included doing a make-over of the child’s 
bedroom or sleeping area to provide the 
girl with a more private space to study, 
read, and sleep.

meals, help with room renovation, and 
pro-bono legal consultations. Every year, 
this bar’s Bell Ringing helps Social Services 
of Alexandria (a city agency) with toys 
and money for their children’s party but, 
they can always use volunteers to help 
with their various programs. John Porter 
spoke about ACT for Alexandria, the 
organization which raises funds to support 
community programs in Alexandria City. 
Senior Services of Alexandria had two 
representatives, executive director Janet 
Barnett and Alexandria Bar past-president 
Barbara Anderson who is also chair of 
their board of directors.  They provide 
taxi services, Meals on Wheels, money 
management, in-home assistance and 
employment counseling among other 
services and seek volunteers to help within 
their programs.

Contacts for these agencies are: 
SCAN  703-820-9001 Ann Caulkins, 
Carrie Cannon;  

Social Services of Alexandria 
703-746-5663 Suzanne Kratzok, 
Barbara Sherlock;  

Senior Services of Alexandria 
703-836-4414 Janet Barnett;  

SOHO/iMovie Mentors Alexandriava.
gov/imoviementors Linda O’Dell; 

Habitat for Humanity   703-521-9890 
Meredith Maguire;  

ACT for Alexandria  703-739-7778 	
John Porter; 

Rebuilding Together Alexandria   
703-836-1021 Dorothy Shepard;  

Volunteer Alexandria   
703-836-2176 Donna James 



5

Experienced Estates and Trust Associate

AV rated trusts and estates firm in Alexandria, Virginia 
is seeking an associate to also practice in trusts and estates. 

Two to three years of trusts and estates experience and 
the Virginia Bar required. 

Please send resume to 
Pamela N. Masella, Office Manager, 

via email: 
pnl@willtrustestate.com

library director to head professional association

Christine Hall, Director of the Alexandria 
Law Library, has been elected president 
of the Consortium of Northern Virginia 
Public Law Libraries.  Hall, a Virginia 
native,  practiced and taught law in Florida 
for 27 years before returning to Virginia. 
She received her law degree from the 
University of Miami and is a 2004 graduate 
of the The Catholic University of America’s 
library school. 

Besides Alexandria, the consortium 
includes public law libraries in Loudoun, 
Prince William, Arlington and Fairfax 
counties.

The consortium met  in the Grenadier 
Room on November third, followed by a 
reception hosted by Westlaw.

new in the library 
Requested by members
You asked for these and we got them for 
you!

• Cross-Examination of the Analyst in 
Drug Prosecutions by James Shellow
• Bender’s Forms of Discovery
• Your First Time in Court

Donations
Thanks to a generous donation from 
Redmon, Peyton & Braswell, LLP partner 
Gordon P. Peyton, the library has 
received another one-year subscription to 
the Duke Law Journal. 

Thanks to a generous donation from 
attorney Miriam B. Riedmiller, the 
library has recently acquired numerous 
immigration law books and a new dictionary 
for the reading room, as well as:

• Fundamental Accounting Principles
• Entrepreneur’s Manual
• How to Manage Your Law Office
• Moral Disagreements
• The Meaning of Truth
• Learn to Earn

Did you know?
Thinking about your career and where 
it’s going?  Did you know the library has 
these books?

• America’s Greatest Places to Work 
With a Law Degree
• Should You Really Be a Lawyer?
• Running From the Law
• Nonlegal Careers for Lawyers
• Lawyer’s Career Change Handbook
• The (Un)happy Lawyer
• Career Shifting

Is there a title you think we should 
have?  We want to hear from you! Call 
the librarian, Christine Hall, at (703) 
746-4077 or send an email to alexlaw@
erols.com.
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Bell-ringing and Bench/Bar on a Nice December Day

From the Commonwealth Attorneys’ 
Office are Cathryn Evans, David Lord, 
Judy Holl, Angela Dougherty, Jessica 
Smith, Karin Riley, Molly Sullivan.

From LSNV were Dipti Pidikiti-Smith and 
Erika Recek, they were joined by Patience 
Alexander and Bill Cummings.

Santa (Alan Anderson) shook down the 
membership and then...

hit up the judges. From left, Judge 
Frogale, Judge Haddock, Jr., Judge 

Moore, Judge Dawkins. At the back 
is Judge Haddock, Sr.

 

December 15th was a good day for bell 
ringing: Carolyn Grimes’ car was loaded 
with toy donations at the end of the day 
and over $1110.00 was collected for 
Beat the Odds, Community Partners for 
Children, and the Alexandria Office for 
Women’s shelter.

The annual bench/bar followed in 
the courthouse. Todd Pilot was the 
moderator, in the absence of Tom Cullen 
who is working in Panama this year. Todd 
sorted through over 10 questions for the 
judges. Before the bench/bar questions 
started, Todd introduced some members 
who had some news to share.

John Winkler, of Grenadier, Anderson, 
Starace, Duffett & Keisler, P.C., spoke 
about his experiences while deployed 
in Afghanistan with the Virginia National 
Guard’s 29th Infantry Division from 
November 2010 to 2011. The bar is 
proud of his service and thanks him for 
his report.
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It was a very well attended bench/bar meeting.

Long-time members (from 
left), Charlie Cox, Grady 
Frank, and the newest 

judge, Jim Clark, before 
the meeting.

Returning member, John 
Winkler tells of his experiences 
in Afghanistan.
 

Melinda Douglas presented a moving 
video about William B. Moffitt and 
introduced the scholarship fund named 
for him. Contributions are accepted 
at the bar office for the Alexandria 
Bar Foundation Moffitt Fund. This 
scholarship, with matching funds 
from Catholic University law school, 
will support internships in the Public 
Defenders’ Office.

Each judge spoke about their 
experiences on the bench. Judge Kemler 
reported on the Judicial Realignment 
Committee. The committee was able 
to show that more thorough studies are 
needed, so decisions about realignment 
must wait until studies are funded and 
completed.

It was a bittersweet bench/bar with 
soon-to-be retired Judge Haddock in his 
courtroom. Fortunately, he will not be a 
stranger to this courthouse because he 
plans to substitute and his portrait will 
share a place on the walls of courtroom 2.

Our thanks to those who volunteered 
for bell ringing: Wearing antlers, Carolyn 
Grimes and Jean Kelleher Niebauer 
set up the bell ringing and worked the 
first hour. They were followed by (in 
no particular order) Erika Recek, Dipti 
Pidikiti-Smith, Patience Alexander, 
Drew Hutcheson, Bill Cummings, 
Foster Friedman, Greg Wade and Sarah 
McElveen. The firm of Redmon, Peyton, 
and Braswell plus Jack Coffey was once 
again paid to stop singing carols. Katie 
Uston, Robert Burns, Molly Garrett, 
Tom Curcio and Steve Bergeron, David 
Rosenblum, Marty Yeager, the whole 
of the Commonwealth Attorney’s 
office, Jeanne Franklin, Eric Nouri, Karl 
Weickhardt,  and Mike Zupan all stood 
out on King Street ringing bells for the 
causes. Finally, Alan Anderson (in beard 
and red suit) with Barbara Anderson 
finished out the day.
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Introduction to the Alexandria 
Courthouse: 

The Young Lawyer’s Committee in 
conjunction with the VSB’s Young 
Lawyer’s Conference sponsored a CLE 
introducing the judges, the courtrooms, 
the deputies, the clerks’ offices, the 
Commissioner of Accounts office and the 
Commonwealth Attorney’s Office to new 
members of the bar on December 8. The 
CLE was developed by Shelly Collette 
and Jessica Leischner and was well 
attended by 23 attorneys (and a judge 
from another court). Its purpose was to 
show the new attorneys best practices 
expected of them by the judges and the 
clerks in Alexandria. The 2 hour CLE was 
followed by a happy hour at the Flying 
Fish on King Street and resulted in two 
new members to this bar association. 

Benjamin Ortiz , Circuit Court clerk, 
explains the procedures and forms of 
the court.

At left, Commonwealth Attorneys Angela Dougherty 
and Jessica Smith, Judge Kemler from the Circuit Court, 
Judge Moore from the General District Court and Judge 
Frogale from the J&DR Court.

Jean Peyton explains how the office of 
the Commissioner of Accounts operates.

Plans are underway to make this 
introduction to the courts an annual CLE.
Many thanks to the clerks, the deputies, 
the judges and the Commonwealth 
Attorneys who took time out from 
their schedules to show how this court 
operates and to Jessica Leischner and 
Shelly Collette who organized the CLE 
and provided the materials. Extra copies 
of the CLE materials are available at the 
bar office for $10.00 a copy.

In the Circuit Court clerk’s office
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ABA Foundation 

The Alexandria Bar Foundation is off to an 
exciting start to 2012!  The Foundation is 
the charitable arm of the Alexandria Bar 
Association, with missions such as promoting 
and improving the administration of justice, 
and encouraging study and research in the 
field of law.

Grant applications are coming soon! 
The Foundation has traditionally funded 
grants to various local charitable organizations 
that serve Alexandria residents.  Past grant 
recipients include Volunteer Alexandria and 
Stop Child Abuse Now (SCAN).  Look for 
an email announcing the availability of grant 
applications soon!  The Foundation will be 
making decisions about grants in the next 
couple of months, and the grants will be 
awarded at the Beat The Odds Ceremony 
in April.

Watch for the Silent Auction at the 
Gridiron next month! 
At the Gridiron in February, the Foundation will 
host its annual Silent Auction fundraiser.  This 

is the perfect time to find great deals, and the 
money you spend will go to the Foundation’s 
worthwhile causes.  The Foundation already 
has some fantastic auction items lined up, 
such as gift certificates for brunch at the Chart 
House and Murphy’s Irish Pub.  Other items 
include six different Potomac River Boat cruise 
packages, such as the infamous “Canine 
Cruise” and the “Mount Vernon Estate 
Cruise.”  Don’t miss out!

Contributions are already flowing in for 
the Moffitt Foundation! 
In line with its mission, the Foundation has 
traditionally funded fellowships to enable law 
students to clerk for the Alexandria Office of 
the Public Defender.  This fellowship program 
has recently been dedicated to William 
Moffitt, a local legend heralding from the 
Alexandria Bar Association.  Several generous 
donors have already made significant 
contributions for this cause.  The Foundation 
commits $3,000 in funds per year, and is 
matched with $9,000 by Catholic University.  

This fellowship program has great “bang 
for the buck,” with a match of $3 for every 
$1 contributed by the Foundation, and it fits 
perfectly with the Foundation’s missions of 
improving the administration of justice and 
encouraging legal study and research.  

The Foundation is always grateful for 
donations.  Donations can be in the form 
of a monetary donation, or goods or gift 
certificates for the upcoming Silent Auction.  
If you wish to make a monetary donation by 
check, and you would like to earmark your 
donation for a certain cause (such as the 
Moffitt Foundation or Beat the Odds), please 
write the cause in the memo line of your 
check.  If you have any questions about how 
you can help out, please feel free to contact 
me at my work number, (703) 525-4000, 
my email at hmeinzer@beankinney.com, or 
through the Alexandria Bar Association office.

Have a very happy New Year!

Heidi Meinzer, President
Alexandria Bar Foundation
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Little Theater a roaring success for BTO Scholarships

Judge and Ms. Haddock at the reception.

Many thanks are due to those who 
contributed to the silent auction:  Marcus 
Downey collected an astounding amount 
certificates for stays in local hotels; 
Bellamy Parks created jewelry for the 
auction;  Sheila Clarke donated two 
Redskin’s tickets;  Jean Niebauer for 
her Calder print and other items; Angela 
Dougherty who secured a basket from 
Old Town School for Dogs; Aly Henry 
who donated dog walking hours; the 
Andersons for a wine refrigerator with 
wine; Jeanne Franklin for handcrafted 
plates and olive oil, Judge Mitchell for 
scales and a print of a lawyer. RT’s, the 
Dandy, and Sugar House Spa all donated 
services to the auction. 

The silent auction featured stays at 
hotels, framed prints, wine, dinners out, 
interesting items for the law office and 
the home. The auction brought in $1,300 
for our scholarships

Carolyn Grimes and David Lord 
bartended the reception keeping drinks 
flowing smoothly. 

Members of the Beat the Odds 
Committee; David Lord (Commonwealth 
Attorney), Suzanne Kratzok (The Fund 
for Alexandria’s Child ), Alexandria Bar 
Association past presidents; Carolyn 
Grimes, Kay Tibbits, (at back) Todd Pilot 
and Foster Friedman, with Rolando 
Welch (from Court Services) standing 
tall in the back. The Little Theater event 
netted more than $8,600 in ticket sales 
and donations. Great thanks are owed 
to David Lord for chairing the committee 
and the Commonwealth Attorneys’ 
Office and the Alexandria Police 
Department for all their hard work on the 
Little Theater reception.

Special guests were 
Vanessa Williams (right) 
and her “Godsister” Kisha 
Glover. Ms. Williams 
received Alexandria Bar 
BTO scholarships from 
2005 to 09 while she 
attended VCU studying 
social work. She now has 
her MA and is employed 
by Reston Interfaith.

Jeanne Warner (wife of 
Sen. John Warner) and 
Gant Redmon at the 
reception.

Fran Redmon (right) at 
the ticket table, talking to 
Lisa Arnold.

Alexandria Bar 
President, Heather 
Jenquine and Colleen 
Haddow.
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March
Mar 1	 Networking Lunch, 12:30 pm 	
	 Columbia Firehouse, $15 at the door.
Mar 13	 Board of Directors Meeting, 8:00 am, 

Nominating Committee appointed  
Send Bar Boaqrd Applications 	
Grenadier Room, Law Library

Mar 14	 Judge Haddock Retirement Dinner, 	
Monaco Hotel (ticket required)

Mar 29	 OYEZ copy deadline 

January, February, and March 2012
February
Feb 2	 Networking Lunch, 12:30 pm 	
	 Columbia Firehouse, $15 at the door.
Feb 2 	 CLE, 2:00 pm Curing Title Defects in 

Foreclosure	
	 Court House, Fourth Floor
Feb 14	 Board of Directors Meeting, 4:00 pm, 	

Columbia Lighthouse
Feb 16	 Gridiron, 6:00 pm, Ticket required	

George Washington Masonic Temple

January
Jan 10	 Board of Directors Meeting, 8:00 am, 	

Royal Restaurant
Jan 13 	 January OYEZ mailed
Jan 19	 James Clark Investiture, 4:00 pm, 	

Court House, Fourth Floor, 
	 Reception following


