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President’s Letter

Please send us your announcements!

NEW MEMBERS  Please welcome: 
Molly Newton 
Newton Turner, PLLC
703-677-8614

Peter Jabaly
Coppola & Jabaly, PLLC
703-209-2355

Michael Duncanson
Karp, Wigodsky, Norwind, Kudel, Gold, P.A.
703-535-8777

MEMBER ANNOUNCEMENTS
Congratulations to the following award 
winners: Kathleen M. Uston (Don Mela 
Award for outstanding volunteer service 
by an attorney), Charles Euripides 
(Liberty Bell Award for outstanding 
service by a non-lawyer), and Helen M. 
Primo (Lawyer Referral Service Attorney 
of the Year).

At the VTLA Annual Convention on 
4/1/17, Vic Glasberg received the Oliver 
Hill Courageous Advocate Award. We 
applaud Mr. Glasberg for receiving this 
exceptional honor. 
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Dear friends and colleagues, 

I am honored and humbled to be named the next President 
of the Alexandria Bar Association. I am following in the 
footsteps of our remarkable past Presidents and I hope to 
continue their pursuit of excellence.   

As I thought about a vision for the coming year, I went back 
to one of my favorite quotes by Charles Hamilton Houston: 

“A lawyer’s either a social engineer or … a parasite on society … A social 
engineer [is] a highly skilled, perceptive, sensitive lawyer who [understands] 
the Constitution of the United States and [knows] how to explore its uses in 
the solving of problems of local communities and in bettering conditions of the 
underprivileged citizens.” 

Alexandria Bar members, Bernie Cohen and Philip Hirschkop embody the ideals 
of lawyers who are social engineers. At the recent bench Bench/Bar Dinner, Mr. 
Hirschkop described his advocacy for fundamental equality during a time when 
the marriage laws did not treat individuals equally. His client, Richard Loving 
asked his attorneys to “Tell the Court I love my wife and it is just not fair that I 
cannot live with her in Virginia.” 

In 1967, the landmark United States Supreme Court case Loving v. Virginia 
invalidated laws prohibiting interracial marriage. Fifty years later, the need 
to solve problems in our community and assist underprivileged citizens still 
persists and appears every day as people are denied access to justice.  

In 1963, the United States Supreme Court ruled that indigent criminal 
defendants have a constitutional right to a court-appointed lawyer. The right 
to an attorney has been limited in civil cases and has led to an increase in 
the justice gap. Over 80% of the civil legal needs of the poor in Virginia and 
nationwide go unmet. There are presently one in eight Virginians is eligible 
for free legal services from Virginia’s legal aid programs. There is one legal 
aid lawyer per 7,237 poor persons in Virginia. Compare this to the ratio of one 
lawyer per 349 Virginians. 1

Rule 6.1 of the Virginia Rules of Professional Conduct every lawyer, regardless 
of professional prominence, should devote 2% of his or her professional time to 
pro bono legal services activity (or approximately 40 hours per year). If Virginia 
lawyers were in compliance with this aspirational goal, we should be providing 
over 900,000 hours of pro bono. According to the best available data, Virginia 
lawyers are providing just 80,000 hours of pro bono.2

This coming year, I want to introduce and with your help implement the Alexandria 
Bar Association’s Civil Gideon Project by working with Alexandria Bar Association’s 
Pro Bono Committee, Lawyer Referral Service (LRS), Legislative Committee, the 
Courts, and the Law library, I propose to develop clinics that provide advice and 
counsel to indigent litigants and host know your rights presentations on various 
topics ranging from child support to credit reports.  
1.  http://www.vsb.org/site/pro_bono/ten_facts_justice_gap
2. http://www.vsb.org/site/pro_bono/ten_facts_justice_gap
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2017-2018
EXECUTIVE BOARD

OFFICERS
Dipti Pidikiti-Smith, President
G. Christopher Wright, President-Elect
Tamika Jones, Secretary
Jessica Leischner, Treasurer
David A. Lord, Past-President

DIRECTORS AT LARGE
Phoenix A. Harris (2018)
Rebecca J. Wade (2018) 
Clarissa Pintado (2019)

Peggy McCoy, Executive Director
AnnLoughlin, Deputy Director
Daniel Mauler, Photographer

BAR OFFICE HOURS
9:00 am to 5:00 pm
Monday to Thursday

LRS OFFICE HOURS
9:00 am to 3:00 pm
Monday to Thursday

Alexandria Bar Association
520 King Street, Rm 202
Alexandria, VA 22314

Phone:  703-548-1106
Fax:  703-548-4292

THE ALEXANDRIA 
BAR ASSOCIATION
520 King Street
Suite 202
Alexandria, VA 22314

703.548.1106 tel
703.548.1105 lrs
703.548.4292 fax

Alexbar@alexandriabarva.org
Alexandriabarva.org

Established 1928

President’s Letter continued from page 1

Heba K. Carter, Esq. provides representation in 
criminal and traffic cases in Virginia. Her experience 
as a law clerk for the Virginia Court of Appeals cou-
pled with her familiarity in the courtroom as a litigator, 
results in a well-balanced and zealous defense of 
your case. Ms. Carter, a life-long Virginia resident, 
stands ready to provide representation in your case.  

110 North Washington St., Suite 500  |  Rockville, Maryland 20850  |  www.pskfirm.com

Heba K. Carter, Esq.

Please contact Heba at hcarter@pskfirm.com

301.656.5775 ext. 2521

Heba ad 3.625 x 4.25 Alexandria newsletter.indd   1 2/15/17   7:29 AM

The Civil Gideon Project will seek to 
utilize the Bar’s existing programs. 
We have a robust CLE program 
organized by the CLE Committee 
and the Civil Gideon Project will add 
legal trainings to the existing diverse 
educational program. In addition, 
the project presents an opportunity 
for recruitment and training of new 
attorneys. Educational literature 
and presentations to the community 
provide a way to advertise the Bar’s 
Lawyer Referral Service. This is an 
opportunity for experienced attorneys 
to teach and mentor new attorneys 
and provide advice to the most 
vulnerable in our community. Through 
this project, I hope to employ a holistic 
approach to addressing the access 
to justice gap by working with our 
policymakers to advocate for reforms. 
Finally, the Project aims to create a 
strong online presence through social 
media. The additional online presence 
will diversify the marketability of 
the Bar’s programs and allow our 
membership to stay connected and 
informed about events and programs. 

The Civil Gideon Project will serve 
our community by providing access 
to justice through legal education and 
our membership by bringing together 
and building the Bar’s existing 
programs. I look forward to your 
engagement and support in making 
the Civil Gideon Project a success. 
Again, thank you and I look forward to 
serving you. 

Dipti Pidikiti-Smith
President
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The Alexandria Lawyer Referral 
Service Needs You

Bar renewals should go out soon, 
and with that also a message about 
joining or renewing the Alexandria 
Bar Association Lawyer Referral 
Service will hit your inbox.  After 
the shift to an online referral service 
we had a decline in the number of 
lawyers signed up for the service.  
However, the number of referrals 
that the service is getting has 
grown in 2017, and we hope that 
number keeps growing.  We need 
more attorneys in the service.  To 
be able to have more referrals we 
need a strong group of attorneys in 
diverse practice areas to serve our 
community.  We have a few practice 
areas that are without attorneys 
right now.  As someone who has 
been a member of LRS for a number 
of years, and the current chair of the 
LRS Committee, I want to give you 
some reasons why you should join.

The number one reason to join the 
service is to get more cases.  While 
not every consult leads to a retained 
case, this year alone I have already 
had six consults, resulting in two 
persons retained from the service. 
Also, one client who didn’t retain 
paid for four additional consultations 
to get advice on proceeding in their 
case with questions about how to 
answer pleadings themselves, what 
the deadlines meant, and how they 
could get in evidence at trial.  With 
the very first retained case, I not 
only made up the fee to join the LRS, 
which is only $80.00, but my firm 
made substantially more profit on 
the case, which is still ongoing.

Many people think only people 
of limited means use the referral 
service, or people not savvy with the 
legal system, but that is just not true.  
In my firm, almost every attorney is 
a member of the service—there is a 

reason for that beyond our pure love 
for the Alexandria Bar Association.  
We have had retained cases from 
the service in which we have earned 
over $60,000 and over $100,000 in 
fees, and those were just two of our 
retained cases.  Especially now with 
the 24 hour, online system, people 
can find the service any time day 
or night, which is key since more 
and more people are now using the 
internet to find an attorney.

Additionally, the online system 
is easy for attorneys to use!  You 
don’t need to be in your office for 
a phone call from the bar, you get 
your sign in information once you 
join, choose the areas of law you 
want referral (up to ten currently), 
choose what languages you can 
assist people in, and then you are up 
and running in the system.  When 
you are assigned someone, you get 
an email (you can even choose for 
this email to go to your secretary 
or paralegal), and the person calls 
in to set up an appointment.  If they 
have a court date you can’t make, 
have selected the wrong area of 
law, or you have a conflict (which all 
tends to happen infrequently), you 
can notify the Bar Office for them to 
be reassigned.  Once the consult is 
over, you have the option of logging 
in and indicating whether you’ve 
met with the individual and when.  
It’s incredibly easy to use the service 
and fit it in to how your firm takes 
new cases.

Another very important benefit 
to being part of the service is to 
help less fortunate members of the 
community (although these days it 
is not only indigent individuals who 
cannot afford to hire attorneys). 
With the referral service, even 
persons who may be unable or 
unwilling to retain you can receive 
information to help them by way 
of the thirty minute consultation.  

Helping people who cannot afford 
to have an attorney (by giving them 
crucial advice and directing them 
to valuable resources so that they 
can help themselves), feels good. 
It’s also the reason why most of us 
went to law school, to help people. I 
have had referrals from people who 
did not choose to hire me, or did not 
have the means to hire me, but had 
friends or colleagues who needed 
assistance and valued the advice I 
had given them.

Lastly, you are helping our Bar 
Association.  Did you know that 
the Lawyer Referral Service funds 
a lot of the programs for our Bar 
Association?  So by joining the 
service, you get the potential for 
more clients and the Alexandria 
Bar Association can provide more 
resources to you. This is in addition 
to offering a much needed public 
service.  Therefore, I urge you to join 
the Lawyer Referral Service this July.

join the Alexandria Lawyer Referral Service—by Katelin Moomau of Rich, Rosenthal, 
Brincefield, Manitta, Dzubin & Kroeger
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Beat the Odds Awards Ceremony & Dinner/April Monthly Membership Event (4/20/17):

The Alexandria Bar Foundation’s Beat 
the Odds Program delighted everyone 
yet again with the 14th Annual Awards 
Ceremony and Dinner in honor of 
some amazing high school students in 
Alexandria who have beaten the odds. 
All eighteen students are currently 
attending college or have plans to 
attend college in the Fall. A total of 
$28,000 in scholarship money was 
awarded by the program this year.

This year’s Grand Prize Winner was 
Kendallee Walker who was awarded 
$5,000. The following students 
received $2,000 each: Kimberly 
Alvarez, Jose Cazanga, Peter Laboy, 
Eric Nelson, Estela Orellana-Tovillas, 
and Alishia Smith. The following 
students received $1,000 each: Colleen 
Bass, Auvereeon Dyson, Hadia Assefa, 
Rukia Assefa, Ruth Appiah, Rahel 
Kebede, Nardos Kebede, Mana Rabiei, 
Jose Velasquez, Aniyah Willis, and 
John Yawson.

The Alexandria Bar Foundation 
also gave away grant money to 
Legal Services of Northern Virginia, 
Volunteer Alexandria, and Stop Child 
Abuse Now. A representative from 
each of those organizations were 
present to accept the funds. We 
enjoyed having them as attendees for 
the evening.

Other individuals in attendance 
were special guests. Loretta Penn 
(President and CEO of PECC, LLC) 
was the key note speaker. Her speech, 
which included some details about 
challenges she faced growing up, was 
very moving to say the least. We are 
beyond thankful that she was willing 
to donate her time to motivate the 
students.  It was also wonderful to 
have Mayor Allison Silberberg with 
us for the event. Mayor Silberberg 
spent a good deal of time mingling 
with the students when she arrived in 
addition to addressing them during 
the ceremony. Alexandria School 
Board Vice-Chair, Cindy Anderson, was 
also present.

Many thanks to the Beat 
the Odds Committee, 
which was chaired this year 
by Nicholas Gehrig, for 
another exceptional event. 
In addition, we are grateful 
to King Street Blues who did 
the catering. Last, but not 
least, we greatly appreciate 
all of the organizations 
and individuals (many of 
whom are Alexandria Bar 
Association members) who 
donate money to Beat the 
Odds. Without continued 
support from generous 
donors, this outstanding 
program would not exist.

***additional pictures of this 
event will be included in the 
August Oyez newsletter
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ANNUAL MEETING/MAY MONTHLY MEMBERSHIP DINNER—5/11/17

Charles Euripides, The Hon. Donald Haddock, Sr., 
and Michael Euripides

Our Guest Speakers for the evening: 
Sen. Richard “Dick” Saslaw, Sen. 
George Barker, Sen. Adam Ebbin, Del. 
Charniele Herring, and Del. Mark Levine.

We had a wonderful and busy evening 
at the American Legion in May.  We 
held the last hours of voting for the 
2017-2018 election and were pleased 
to announce the Board of Directors for 
next year: 
President – Dipti Pidikiti-Smith
President-Elect – Chris Wright
Treasurer – Jessica Leischner
Secretary – Tamika Jones
Directors – Phoenix Harris and Clarissa 
Pintado
Immediate Past President – David 
Lord

We greatly appreciate everyone 
who ran in this year’s election and 
hope everyone will continue their 
involvement with our programs and 
events.  There is currently an open 
Director position on the Board.  It is 
a 2 year term.  If interested, please 
submit a letter of intent and resume to 
the Bar Office by 6/8/17.  

We also presented several awards 
during the evening.  Katie Uston was 
the recipient of the Don Mela Award. 
The Don Mela Award is bestowed 
upon an attorney who provides 
outstanding volunteer service.  

Katie’s hard work on the Jazz for 
Justice Program culminated in a very 
successful event and her efforts are 
deeply appreciated by the Association.  

The Liberty Bell Award goes to a non-
lawyer who provides outstanding 
service to the community. Charlie 
Euripides, owner of the Royal 
Restaurant, is this year’s recipient.  
Charlie has been a part of the fabric of 
Alexandria for six decades and he has 
been a special part of our Association 
by providing dinners to us for over 

40 years.  He is truly a living legend!  
We were also pleased to honor Helen 
“Lynn” Primo as the LRS Attorney of 
the Year.  Lynn’s dedication to helping 
LRS clients, particularly tenants, with 
extremely challenging legal situations 
is of enormous value to her clients and 
the Association.  

We were also grateful to have received 
updates on what is happening in 
Richmond from several of our state 
legislators.  Senators Richard “Dick” 
Saslaw, George Barker and Adam 
Ebbin joined Delegates Charniele 
Herring and Mark Levine to recap 
recent events in the state Capitol 
and provide information on what 
they hope to accomplish in the next 
legislative session.  One item of note 
was the need for more judicial seats 
here in Alexandria. 

Finally, generous support from sponsors 
is vital to the continued success of the 
Association. Planet Depos was kind 
enough to do so for the May dinner. 
Check them out at: https://planetdepos.
com. 



7

EXPERIENCED ESTATES & TRUST ASSOCIATE

Babcock & Jensen PC, an AV-rated trusts and estates firm located in Old Town Alexandria, Virginia, is
seeking an associate. 

We are a small firm with great clients, state-of-the-art software, and a collegial work atmosphere where you 
will be treated as family. The position includes substantial responsibility, autonomy and direct interaction 

with clients, so interpersonal skills and drafting experience are musts. 

Two to three years of trusts and estates experience and Virginia Bar license required. 

Send cover letter and résumé:  
Pamela N. Masella, Office Manager, 

pnl@willtrustestate.com

BABCOCK & JENSEN PC
526 King Street, Suite 518
Alexandria, Virginia 22314
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The Alexandria Bar Foundation’s Jazz4Justice Has a Breakout Year!—by Kathleen M. Uston

On April 6th, the Fourth Annual 
Jazz4Justice concert was held at the 
Rachel M. Schlesinger Concert Hall 
and Arts Center – and it was a breakout 
year for our event!  Well over 150 
fellow Bar members, proud parents, 
local city leaders, and members of 
the public came out to tap their feet 
as the Rayburn Street Jazz Band 
performed.  Doc Nix reprised as our 
Guest Conductor, and the kids from 
the George Washington Middle School 
Jazz Band performed once again – and 
these kids are good!

We welcomed Mayor Allison 
Silberberg, Councilman Willie F. Bailey, 
Sr. and former Councilman Lonnie 
Rich to Alexandria’s award winning 
Jazz4Justice event where we raised 
over $7,200.00 for the Alexandria Bar 
Foundation, Legal Services of Northern 
Virginia, and NVCC Alexandria’s music 
scholarship fund.

A great time was had by all at this 
family friendly event at which kids 
of all ages are welcome!  Everyone 
enjoyed the Open Jam Session 
preceding the concert as well as the 
show itself which featured some 
of jazz musics all time favorites.  
We also offered our cash bar, light 
hors d’ouevres and cake, and at 
intermission, some lucky attendees 
took home fabulous prizes in what is 
now our perennially popular raffle and 
– new this year - silent auction.

A HUGE thank you to our 
Sponsors and In-Kind Donors 
without whom this event would 
not be possible.  They are 
listed separately here – and we 
encourage you to please patronize 
their businesses and tell them 
Alexandria’s Jazz4Justice sent 
you!

We look forward to seeing you all 
next year – watch this space for 
more information and how you 
can help!
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Jazz4Justice Sponsors

Bebop Sponsor ($1,000)

Swing Sponsors ($500)

Jitterbug Sponsors ($250)

Barbara Anderson, Life & Estate Planning Law Center, PLLC

Colleen Haddow and Nicholas Gehrig

Sidoux and Stephen Mitchell

Dipti Pidikiti-Smith

Special Thanks
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June, July & August 2017
JUNE:
June 1  Networking Lunch, 12:30 pm
Columbia Firehouse, 109 S. St. Asaph St.
$15 Cash at Door
June 5  CLE Committee Meeting, 4 pm
Moore & Sripinyo, 526 King St, Ste 506

June 5 Personal Injury Practice Group, 5:30 pm
Sheraton Hotel Lounge, 801 N. St Asaph St. 

June 6 LRS Committee Meeting, 12:30 pm
Conf Room of RRBMDK 201 N. Union St.

June 21 Family Law Section Meeting, 8:00 am
Grenadier Room, City of Alexandria Law Library

June 21 T&E/Tax Section Meeting, 12:00 pm 
Grenadier Room, City of Alex Law Library

June 26  CLE Committee Meeting, 4 pm
Moore & Sripinyo, 526 King St, Ste 506

JULY:
July 10  Personal Injury Practice Group, 5:30 pm
Sheraton Hotel Lounge, 801 N. St Asaph St. 

July 11 LRS Committee Meeting, 12:30 pm
Conf Room of RRBMDK 201 N. Union St.

July 13  Networking Lunch, 12:30 pm
Columbia Firehouse, 109 S. St. Asaph St.
$15 Cash at Door
July 14  Alexandria Bar Foundation Picnic, 3-7pm
Zwerling Citronberg, 114 N. Alfred St.

July 19 Family Law Section Meeting, 8:00 am
Grenadier Room, City of Alexandria Law Library

July 19 T&E/Tax Section Meeting, 12:00 pm 
Grenadier Room, City of Alex Law Library

July 24  CLE Committee Meeting, 4 pm
Moore & Sripinyo, 526 King St, Ste 506

AUGUST: 
Aug 3  Networking Lunch, 12:30 pm
Columbia Firehouse, 109 S. St. Asaph St.
$15 Cash at Door
Aug 7 Personal Injury Practice Group, 5:30 pm
Sheraton Hotel Lounge, 801 N. St Asaph St. 

Aug 15 LRS Committee Meeting, 12:30 pm
Conf Room of RRBMDK 201 N. Union St.

Aug 16 Family Law Section Meeting, 8:00 am
Grenadier Room, City of Alexandria Law Library

Aug 16 T&E/Tax Section Meeting, 12:00 pm 
Grenadier Room, City of Alex Law Library

Aug 28  CLE Committee Meeting, 4 pm
Moore & Sripinyo, 526 King St, Ste 506


